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Outline of Today

1. The Waisoi Project

2. Current Activities

3. Social Engagement Process

4. Key issues

5. Future Programme
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What is the Waisoi Project?

• Drilling in Tikina of:

o Namosi

o Naitasiri

• Mine study
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Why build a mine?

- The world needs copper
- Jobs for landowners and community

- Pay tax for government to build schools, hospitals, roads
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What is copper used for?

http://www.sciencephoto.com/image/149206/large/C0086479-Copper_coils_used_in_electric_motor-SPL.jpg
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Development Life Cycle

We are 
here

Typical Durations:

Prospecting:  5-25 years;

Feasibility and EIA:  2-4 years;

Construction:  2-4 years;

Operations:  25-40 years;

Closure & rehabilitation:  2-10 
years after operations cease.
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What is A Feasibility Study?

• Drilling rock to check for copper
• Drill rock to check strength
• Engineering of mine pit, power, bridges, roads, dams
• Understand:

o People and communities

o Animals

o Trees and plants

o How to reduce affects of mining

• Discuss project

• Get feedback
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What will the mine look like in 20 years time?
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Project Transport

Northern route for 
heavy transport to 
Suva Port

Southern route 
for light vehicles 
& buses
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Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)

The EIA Process

Government Process Followed 

Government must approve 1st

If government approves, only then NJV decide

We are here
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Community Engagement in the EIA Process

EIA review

Government decision on 
EIA

EIA report writing

Environmental baseline 
studies start

Formal project register 
with government

Social baseline studies

EIA submission

Late 2010

Early 2012

Mid 2012

We are here
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Water management

Diverted 
rainwater would 
be discharged 

into creeks

Rainwater would flow into 

the clean water damWater diversion 
channels

Water quality would be 

tested at the ponds and 

treated if necessary

Almost all the water 
used in the process 
will be recycled
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River water

Clean water retention dam
Divert water in Wainavadu valley away from 

the Tailings Storage Facility

Water diversion channels 
Divert rainwater around the project area
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Mine water

Water treatment 
Cleans water before releasing

Sediment Ponds 
Stop most soil from going into river
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Concerns

Key issues from 20 villages:

• Water

• Village relocation

• Traffic & transport

• Future generations

• Employment and business

• Compensation and other benefits
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Concerns

No plans for resettlement or relocation of villages

• Normal road trucks
• Schools will be bypassed
• Speed will be controlled
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Opportunities

• Education
• Training

• Jobs 
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Opportunities

Prawn Farm 
Kukumutuk (Kao Tengah)

Coconut Oil plant
Doro (Kao Utara)
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Cultural heritage

• Fiji Museum involved

• Cultural Heritage Plans to be developed
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Business Opportunities
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Future work

• Finish drilling and engineering

• Discuss project with people

• Compensation negotiated through government

• Government to give approvals

• NJV to give approval
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Conclusion

VINAKA VAKALEVU

Questions and Discussions               

TARO?
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